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Restored Cotton Picker
Displayed at State Show

T

he restoration of the Experimental IH Low-Drum Cotton Picker mounted on a 1944 Farmall “B” is finally
complete. It made its public debut on October 23, 2021 at the Alabama IH State Show, hosted by the Southland
Flywheelers at their Farm Park near Hartselle. The project, taken on by Chapter #23 following the conclusion of
the 2018 Red Power Round Up, became a “start-and-stop” affair due to numerous delays and safety precautions
brought on by the COVID pandemic. The tractor and picker were completely disassembled and rebuilt and some
unique replacement parts had to be custom made. At the State Show, Randy Bodine, coordinator for the project,
stationed informational posters with the machine that explained McCormick-Deering Cotton Picker history as
well as the history of the experimental “B” Picker. He also had a poster showing a montage of photographs taken
during the restoration process. A fourth poster paid tribute to all those who gave personal time, funding, parts,
or material that contributed to the succesful outcome pictured here.

Randy’s Ramblings
• President’s Letter from Randy Bodine •

Who would have thought that in another rain-out break up a good tractor
2022 we would be having conversations show. We had over fifty members at that
about a bully causing havoc and chaos? meeting and every board member was
It seems like some people just feed off present. Any time you can get a hundred
causing trouble. Are they bored and just percent participation by the board and
need something to occupy their time, that many folks and tractors to a show, it
are they mentally unstable, or are they is definitely a success. Congratulations to
power hungry? I am sure this question Southland Flywheelers for not giving up
has been pondered throughout history and continuing to press forward.
Projects such as the restoration of
every time someone tries to take over.
The Ukrainians are wondering the the “B” Cotton Picker not only build
same thing. Everything was going great camaraderie but also advance our club’s
and along comes someone like Russian purpose – to promote collecting and
president Vladimir Putin who tries to restoration and to preserve, research and
complete the history of the International
impose his will on his neighbors.
I am very proud that we, as a club, Harvester Company.
I hope you enjoy the in-progress
choose to do good in the world and
make a positive difference in the lives of pictures of the restoration in this
issue. In addition, I also
others. I know most people
encourage you to look
think we are just a tractor
at the dozens of pictures
club, but the friendships,
at
www.alabamaihc.org
companionship,
and
to fully appreciate the
camaraderie
generated
entire process. A lot of
among our members is
time,
resources,
and
very important to all of
research, including a visit
us. Members often share
to Mississippi and the Texas
with me how heartwarming
Experiment Station, have
it is to enjoy the sense of
gone into the completion of
belonging that comes from
the project, which should
being part of our group.
As I have shared with During a pilgrimage to the make all members of
you before, my dad had Lubbock, TX experiment Chapter #23 very proud.
in 2021, Randy
We have played a huge role
a lot of “life sayings” that station
Bodine found the exact
sometimes have deep, spot where the photo on in returning a significant
piece of agricultural history
meaningful applications. I page 14 was made.
to its original condition and
find myself repeating these
words of wisdom when a moment reminds now it can be properly displayed and
me of one. Each time I do, either because appreciated by a new generation.
I also want to bring your attention to
they have heard them a thousand times
or because they are so corny, my wife and our wonderful membership count and
children normally roll their eyes at yet the number of out-of-state members
another attempt by me to inject humor we have in our chapter. I think this
into a situation. Sometimes I quote is in part because we try to attend and
memorable lines from movies. Some support not only our shows, but those
might say it’s a problem, but the quotes in other states as well. I want to give a
usually come from a John Wayne film or shout-out to Mississippi Chapter #44 for
some other western, since that is what I the impressive number of their members
who also are members of Chapter #23.
mostly watch.
One of my favorite movie quotes is You will find a flyer in this newsletter for
“Doggone it folks, let’s don’t let a little their state show, to be held April 22-24,
old Indian raid break up a good barbeque in Houston, Mississippi.
Our next meeting will be in Loxley,
and rodeo”. This quote comes from the
John Wayne movie “McLintock”. It Alabama. If you need a reason to attend,
encourages continuing to move forward you can always use the meeting and show
and push for success despite difficulties at Loxley as an excuse to make a trip to
that crop up. The members of Southland the beach and eat some good seafood. Or
Flywheelers did this with their wonderful you can just come and visit with friends,
Alabama IHC State Show last October. enjoy the strawberry shortcake and look
Most of us know that the running joke at some tractors. Hope to see you there!
Happy Tractoring!
was that it always rains at that show (and
sometimes it’s more like a flood), but they
stood firm and didn’t let the possibility of
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Minutes of AL IHC Chapter #23
Meeting at AL IH State Show
Flywheeler Farm • Hartselle, AL
11:00 a.m. • October 23, 2021
9 Directors present
Steve Allen
Conrad Bell
Robert Bodine
Buck Brown
Charlie Grimmitt
Larry Lemmond
Jason Moore
Luther Phillips
Sherman Roberts
34 Members present
Joe Acker
Charles Allen
Larry Allen
Sharon Allen
Buddy Banks
Gary Bell
Brad Bodine
Jessica Bodine
Jana Bodine
Logan Bodine
Matt Bodine
Morgan Bodine
Owen Bodine
Randy Bodine
Will Bodine
Jerry Briley
Dan Earnest

1 Advisor present
Clay Nordan
5 Visitors present
Jimmie Absher
Faye Acker
Barbara Ann Ashley
Celeste Ladnier
Tony Smith

Hal Hoaglin
Lonnie Ingram
Dennis Johnson
Larry Johnson
Howard Ladnier
Ronnie Lott
Gary Moore
Grady Morrow
Guy H. Nix III
Harry Nowlin
Norman Payne
Leon Putman
Jane Roberts
Glenn Sanders
Dale Scott
Donald Thorn
Lewis Wright

The meeting was called to order by
president Randy Bodine and he began
the meeting with an invocation.
The first agenda item was Clay’s
report. He started with membership and
reported that our active member number
prior to today stood at 329. With the
addition of five new members who have
joined today, that number now stands at
334.
He then moved on to finances and
reported that the balance in the regular
chapter operating account now stands at
$2606.00 following payment for the last
newsletter.
He let everyone know that dues renewal
letters for 2022 will be going into the mail
to all active members around November
1, so the timing of these dues payments
in the next few months should provide
a nice replenishment to this declining
account.
Clay then said that he had nothing to
add to the minutes from our last meeting
and moved that they be approved as
printed in the recent newsletter.
Randy then asked for and received a
second to the motion and it was approved
by voice vote.
Randy then moved on to the selection
of sites for Chapter #23 meetings in
2022. He briefly explained the selection
process based on the pre-set date of the
State Show and then allowing enough

time to produce a newsletter between all
the other meetings.
The meeting locations Randy proposed
for 2022 are: (1). Loxley; Strawberry
Festival on April 9. (2). Hanceville;
Alabama IH State Show on June 11.
(3). Fyffe; UFO Days on August 27. (4).
Hokes Bluff; “G” Round Up, October
8. He emphasized that the proposed
meeting sites are tentative and subject to
change at any time due to the uncertainty
we still live with due to the pandemic.
He asked for a motion and second to
accept the sites and dates as proposed
and the motion passed by voice vote.
Next on the agenda was recognition
of the three directors whose three
year terms expire at the end of 2021.
Randy thanked Steve Allen, Conrad
Bell, and Larry Lemmond for their
outstanding service as directors and for
their exemplary attendance at chapter
meetings during their time in office. All
three automatically transition to the
position of Advisor and will serve out a
one year term in 2022.
Randy then requested nominations
from the floor for three new directors
to replace Steve, Conrad, and Larry.
The first nomination was made by Matt
Bodine. He nominated Clay Nordan. The
second nomination was made by Conrad
Bell, who nominated Donnie Wedgworth.
Clay Nordan then nominated Chris
Vaughn from Pensacola, FL as the last
nominee.
Buck Brown then made a motion
that the director nominations be
closed. A second came from the floor
and the motion passed by voice vote.
As a result of having three nominees
when the nominations closed, holding
an election became unnecessary. So
by default, the three nominees, Clay
Nordan, Donnie Wedgworth, and Chris
Vaughn automatically became the three
“directors-elect” who will serve until the
end of 2024.
Next on the agenda was an update
and recap of the chapter’s “B” Farmall
Cotton Picker restoration project.
Randy began by directing everyone’s
attention to the gleaming red machine,
sitting just outside the tent, by saying,
“There it sits, folks.”
He then went into a lengthy summary
of all that has happened with the project
since he discovered it neglected and
rusting away in a field in 2014 behind the
Ag museum in Jackson, MS. He referred
everyone to the boards on display in
front of the tractor-mounted picker that
list everyone that he is aware of who
contributed in any way to the successful
completion of the restoration.
He thanked every Chapter #23 member
who either worked on the project or got
involved in any way to help take it to
the finish line. Several “super-stars”, as
he called them, were at today’s meeting
and he singled them out and recognized
them by name for going “beyond-the-

call-of-duty” with the hands-on time and
expertise they brought to the project.
Randy then gave an update on what’s
in store for the picker going forward. He
said that he plans to take it around to
major shows in the South and tell its story
for a year, including to the Red Power
Round Up in Springfield, OH next June.
At the conclusion of its “Victory Tour,”
the picker will be returned to the staterun Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry
Museum in Jackson, MS where it will be
put on permanent display among all the
other cotton-related exhibits they have
in their collection and show publicly for
their visitors to see and enjoy.
As the comments about the “B” picker
concluded, Sherman Roberts spoke
up and said, “I think we all need to
give Randy a hand for spearheading
this whole project; for taking it on and
leading Chapter #23 through everything
and keeping us all on the right track
so that today we are able to see how
everything he has tried to do has come
to fruition.”
By way of reply, Randy thanked
Sherman for his kind words of
recognition and said that it had been a
joy to coordinate the project and that he
was just glad to “do something for the
good of the club.”
Randy then went quickly through the
remaining items on the agenda. He said
dues reminders will go out soon and
asked everyone to get their 2022 dues in
as soon as possible
He said that the 2022 show schedule
is being finalized and welcomed anyone
to update show information that they
know about. Show representatives were
then given the chance to encourage
attendance at their shows. Hanceville,
Guntersville, Hokes Bluff, Mississippi
State Show, and Southland Flywheelers
were all mentioned.
While going over the dates of major
upcoming IH shows and events, Randy
encouraged everyone to plan to go to the
2022 National Winter Convention hosted
by Tennessee Chapter #9 at Pigeon
Forge, TN in March.
Randy reminded everyone that bids
are still open for the 2023 IH State Show.
Dennis Johnson spoke up to confirm that
Guntersville has officially offered a bid
to be the host that year. If no other show
expresses interest before bidding closes,
then Guntersville will become the choice
by default.
Just prior to adjourning, Sherman
Roberts asked Randy if a final settlement
of accounts for Red Power Round Up
2018 will be done any time soon. Randy
said that some bills remain to be paid and
final sales income is still trickling in, but
it should all wrap up before much longer.
(see addendum continued on page 12)
With no further business to discuss, the
meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Clay Nordan – Secretary Treasurer

313 Active Members
12 New Members Added Since Last Newsletter

53 Out of State Members
Arkansas........................1
Florida...........................6
Georgia..........................9
Indiana...........................2
Louisiana.......................8
Mississippi...................19

New York..................... 1
North Carolina.............. 1
Pennsylvania................ 1
Tennessee.................... 3
Texas........................... 2

Deceased Members
Wynell Keeton #5, 2009
Billy Gene Knight #7, 2017
Vernon Culpepper #36, 2018
Hershel Needham #40, 2007
Lloyd Gilreath #49, 2006
Billy Sparks #51, 2011
J.R. Hamrick #66, 2010
Carey Ayers #68, 2002
James T. Ballard #80, 2013
Jessie German #90, 2002
Don McGough #93, 2006
Ray Best #97, 2018
Edward Harris #113, 2017
Bill Miller #130, 2022
Bob Banks #136, 2010
Larry McGhee #142, 2021
A.Q. Maze #144, 2011
James Williams #150, 2005
Jimmy F. Hill #154, 2019

Jimmy F. Smith #155, 2016
Bobby Brown #162, 2012
Jack Neal #169, 2009
Waymon Pesnell #175, 2006
Joe Willis #181, 2010
James H. Turner #188, 2013
Lavern Parker #198, 2011
Charles Barnwell #235, 2015
Gary W. Langston #236, 2021
Garland Dodd #261, 2011
Lamar Stewart #279, 2019
Bill Brock #280, 2009
Jerald Banks #305, 2021
John W. Tubbs #317, 2021
Rudy Cole #336, 2010
Faye Bodine #340, 2016
Jeff Jones #360, 2019
J.O. Pike #373, 2018
Gene Young #389, 2013

Vincent Baham #401, 2017
Johnny Self #427, 2014
Edward Bottoms #432, 2017
Richard Greer #443, 2013
William R. Carter #447, 2019
Carl Pletcher #471, 2019
Roger Heath #475, 2018
Alan Eisenberg #476, 2016
Gary Warren #486, 2014
James D. Hamby #492, 2015
Charlie Nelson #533, 2019
Ron Warner #546, 2018
Sally Grimmitt #581, 2019
Sharon K. Allen #583, 2022
Michael Browning #598, 2021
James Daniel #612, 2019
Leon Lucas #625, 2020
Roy Parker #641, 2021

Alabama Chapter #23
Member Distribution by
County, March 2022

Next Chapter #23 Meeting
Saturday, April 9, 2022 • 11:00 am

33rd Annual
Baldwin County
Strawberry Festival
Y

Y

Loxley Municipal Park
Highway 59 • Loxley, AL

Financial Report
(Chapter Operating Account)

Net Assets, Oct, 2021........ $3862.09
Income
Dues Collected...................... 6626.25
Mdse. Revenue....................... 314.00
Subtotal.......................... 6940.25
Expenses
National Dues Paid................ 3690.00
New Member N. Dues Paid....... 165.00
Dues Overpayment Refund......... 36.25
Fall Newsletter...................... 1155.46
Schedules & Member Cards..... 569.66
Donation to Archives (Parker)....... 100.00
Donation to Archives (Vaughn)...... 100.00
Donation to Archives (Allen)........ 100.00
Bank Fee (exceeded check limit).............. 48.50
Adjust to Reconcile................... 83.58
Subtotal........................ 6048.45
Net Assets, March 2022..... $4753.89

Alabama
IH State Show
At Southland
Flywheelers
Farm Park
Hartselle, AL
Randy Bodine leads a well attended fourth and final meeting
of 2021 for Alabama Chapter #23 at the October show.

The Southland Flywheelers finally caught a break from their
long run of bad weather and were blessed with a dry, sunny
day and plenty of displays as they hosted the Alabama IH
State Show on October 23, 2021.
Larry Lemmond (#25) and his fellow Southland Flywheelers demonstrated vintage haying techniques using their 1939 Model “R”
International Green Crop Loader. The loader is pulled over a windrow of raked hay and the machine gathers, conveys, and dumps
it onto a wagon platform where it is forked into a pile at one end.
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The entire apparatus loaded with hay is then moved adjacent to a waiting baler that is powered by a tractor belt pulley. Volunteer
workers with pitch forks then move the hay by hand to the ground where it is fed into the baler’s hopper. The machine then processes
and compresses the dried hay into conventional square bales intended for livestock feeding.
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We were shocked and saddened to learn that Sharon K. Allen (#583) of Fairhope, wife of
Chapter #23 Advisor Steve Allen (#508), died in February as a result of complications
following heart surgery.

The Allens at the Hartselle show in
October. They regularly drove many
miles from Fairhope to be at meetings.

The following is a verbatim transcript from
the audio recording that the chapter secretary routinely makes at each meeting. Sherman Roberts’ requested that it be included
as an addendum to the October minutes.

Joe Acker (#161) from Clanton brought his 1960 IH B-120 “Travelette”
to the 2021 Alabama IH State Show at Flywheelers Farm Park near
Hartselle. Joe describes his nice restoration as his “40 Year Lost Truck”.
It was originally delivered and sold in Knoxville, TN in 1960. The first
owner traded it back to IH in 1966 and that’s when Joe bought it. He
kept it until he decided to sell it in 1973. With the passage of time,
Joe became nostalgic for his ’60 “Travelette” and in 1990 he traced its
VIN number to a junk yard, but it wasn’t until 2012 that he found it in
east Tennessee in rough shape in a fence row with the engine blown,
no interior, no gauges, and no boxes. He was finally able to buy the
truck back in 2017 and he had the restoration and modification nearly
finished by the time the Hartselle show rolled around. Joe’s truck has the
original 266 V8 engine, and sports 12 x 16.5 tires, factory air, 4-speed
transmission, and bench seats. In addition to having “All-Wheel Drive”,
the Travelette featured a 3-door crew cab that seated 6 adults.

SHERMAN: You said you’ve sold all
the cotton pickers. Are we close to
closing up the books on 2018 or what
are we doing?
RANDY: I don’t know, its a long way
off. I haven’t even closed out on …
somebody asked me how much we’ve
spent on that picker, and I can’t even
tell you. OK? We’re a ways from closing all that out. So I haven’t paid all
the bills for that picker yet and haven’t
even got all the bills.
SHERMAN: But the Round Up is what
I’m talking about, the 2018 Round Up.
RANDY: But we’re using that money to
fund this project. So it won’t close out
until we finish this project.
SHERMAN: So, the chapter as a
whole don’t make these decisions,
you are making all the (unintelligible).
RANDY: Well, Red Power was a separate entity from Chapter #23. It’s an
arm’s length from that.
SHERMAN: I didn’t understand that in
the beginning. OK.
RANDY: Yeah, Yep. It’s got it’s own …
it’s an arm’s length.
SHERMAN: So in the future, or some
time or another, we should expect that
we’ll settle out someway?
RANDY: Yeah, Yeah.
SHERMAN: OK. In the future.
RANDY: Yeah.
SHERMAN: Alright.
RANDY: Any other questions … ?

2022 Tractor Show Schedule
Foley – Good Ole Days................................March 12
Bogalusa, LA – Cub Fest........................ March 18-19
Hartselle – Southland Flywheelers	��������������March 19
Pigeon Forge, TN – IH Winter Con........... March 24-26
Elberta – Sausage Fetival...........................March 26
Snead – JD Ag Supply..................................... April 2
**Loxley – Strawberry Festival	���������������������� April 9
Snead – Case IH........................................... April 16
Houston, MS IH State Show......................April 22-23
Franklinton, LA IH State Show....................... May 6-7
Wetumpka....................................................... May 7
Chalybeate – Vol. Fire Dept Show	������������������ May 14
New Market – Bluegrass Jamboree	���������������� May 14
Oakman – Bull Pen........................................ May 21
Decatur – Point Mallard AL Jubilee	���������������� May 28
Auburn, KY IH State Show.............................June 3-4
Haleyville – 911 Festival................................. June 4
Speake – LCTC/Speake VFD Festival	������������� June 4
Clinton, Tennessee IH State Show.............June 10-11
**Hanceville................................................ June 11
Brewton – Blueberry Festival........................ June 18
Cotaco – Soggy Bottom................................ June 18
Springfield, OH Red Power Round Up	��������June 23-25
Fairview– (Hwy. 69 North).................................July 9
Guntersville....................................................July 16
Athens – Piney Chapel..............................August 5-6
Lawrenceburg, TN.................................August 19-20
**Fyffe – UFO Days...................................August 27
Fairview (Labor Day)....................................... Sept.5
Eagleville, TN........................................... Sept. 9-10
Monroeville – Old Tymers Show.................... Sept. 10
Town Creek................................................. Sept. 10
Inman, Georgia IH State Show ................ Sept. 16-18
Hartselle Depot Days................................... Sept. 17
Eva– Frontier Days....................................... Sept. 24
Winfield – Mule Day..................................... Sept. 24
Centre – Fall Fest............................................ Oct. 1
St. Florian – Octoberfest.................................. Oct. 1
Stockton – Bicentennial Park........................... Oct. 1
**Hokes Bluff – G Roundup............................. Oct. 8
Falkville – Festival........................................... Oct. 8
(CANCELLED)
Cordova – Jeans on the River...........................
Oct. 8
Shelby – Iron Works......................................... Oct. 8
Dothan – Landmark Fall Farm Day	����������������� Oct. 15
Jasper – Heritage Festival.............................. Oct. 15
Wedowee...................................................... Oct. 15
Hartselle – Southland Flywheelers	����������������� Oct. 22
Jasper – Veterans Day Parade..........................Nov. 5
Perry, GA – National Antique Ag Show	������ Nov. 10-12
Orrville..........................................................Nov. 12
**Alabama Chapter 23 Meeting at 11:00

See Many More Photos of the “B” Cotton Picker Restoration in a Slide Show at: www.alabamaihc.org

The rare experimental McCormick-Deering cotton picker, mounted
on a Farmall model “B” as it looked following its final coat of IH red.

The tractor and picker were in sad shape when found in the
boneyard of the Mississippi Ag and Forestry Museum.

Model “B” Cotton Picker Gets New Lease on Life

D

uring a visit to the Mississippi Ag and
Forestry Museum, Randy Bodine,
president of Alabama Chapter #23,
International Harvester Collectors Club,
recognized the historical significance of
the experimental cotton picker he saw
rusting away in a back field.
Three early model pickers were
donated to the museum by the Delta
Branch Experiment Station in Stoneville,
MS. Two of those pickers are on display.
However, this picker was in disrepair
and in much need of restoration before
it could be displayed along with the
others. In 2018, Alabama Chapter #23
hosted Red Power Round Up, the annual
national show for International Harvester
Collectors.
That year’s show featured cotton,
and the Alabama chapter brought this
picker to Montgomery in its unrepaired
condition to garner support for a complete
restoration.
Through donations of funds, materials,
and countless volunteer hours from
Chapter #23 members, this significant
piece of agricultural history has been
saved and restored for the benefit of
future generations.

The “B” cotton picker’s suitability as an effective cotton harvester was tested
at the experiment station in Lubbock, TX in 1944. As a result of this and other
tests, IH concluded that the concept as configured was underpowered, so it
never went into general production.

DONORS
THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO MADE
THIS RESTORATION POSSIBLE
These people graciously donated time and money to this project
Buddy Banks

Harold Beck

Conrad Bell

Gary Bell

Brad Bodine

Jana Bodine

Kasey Bodine

Matt Bodine

Randy Bodine

Robert Bodine

Ricky Brackin

Buck Brown

Joe Criswell

Glen Cruze
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Kent Gilley

Charlie Grimmitt

Dennis Johnson
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Larry Lemmond

Gary Moore

Jason Moore

Clay Nordan

Harry Nowlin

Larry Pennington

Russell Pinyan

Leon Putman

Sherman Roberts

Glenn Sanders

Shane Smith

Leonard Summerford

Donnie Wedgworth

Randall Williamson
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